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Contextual Urbanism laboratory searches for the ideal city in the fractures of 

the existing city. We study city forms and spaces in Riga, the UK and elsewhere 

to develop urban strategies which are universal and local, are utopian and 

pragmatic and which grow from studying the historic development of urban 

patterns in the specific condition of harbour cities. Design tools such as 

townscape, figure ground plans, urban transects and sections, physical 

and digital modelling are used to develop smart and resilient proposals for 

future urban situations which enhance the environments in which they are 

situated and map out improved modes of city life and culture. The Contextual 

Urbanism Urban Lab continues its international collaboration with the Faculty 

of Architecture and Design at RISEBA in Rīga (Latvia).

Contextual  Lab.

Project site: Riga, Latvia
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Shuna Yang

Bridging Riga’s Beyond Reality Past
Timeless Frameless Frontiers:

Contextual Lab.



Jiaying Chang

Where every step echoes a story
Layers of Riga
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Ceremonial Spaces:
Hotel & Wedding Chapel Design

leisure Hanyu Zhao

Contextual Lab.



Reframing Riga Central Market
Integrating Heritage, Mobility, Public Life

Batu Lu
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Jinyang Du

Renovation and New Construction

Contextual Lab.



Jiaqi Liu

A city that connects all directions
City Living Room
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Mingzhe Cao

Design of the Comprehensive Cultural Centre
Mountain and Valley

Contextual Lab.



Olivia George Saeed

Renegotiating the Urban Commons:
Morphing Public Spaces in Riga
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Jingpeng Li

Restarting Abandoned Land
Riga’s Rebirth

Contextual Lab.



Lemin Fu

Industrial Culture in Creative Cities
Rebirth of Andrejsala
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Liyang Zhou

The heart of a new regenerating area
New town arts center

Contextual Lab.



Zijian Ding

Connecting public and urban memory
Serial vision of the sprawling arch
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Zhi Wang

Reconstructing Daily Life Through Food

LIVING INTERFACE

Contextual Lab.



From function to freedom
What’s the future of Microrayons

Yilu Zhao
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City impression
A city born of memory

Zhen Xu

Contextual Lab.



Yihui Sun

A New Life for the Old Town
Built on a Car-Free Ideal and an Amber Legacy
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Tianyi Zheng

Light and memory
Spaces shaped by natural light

Contextual Lab.



A ‘weave’ in Riga’s urban space
A tapestry of culture and community

Swathe Sivagami
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Eye of Riga
Viewing Place with white walls and glass

Tianwei Cai

Contextual Lab.



Sihan Zhu

Between Sail & Street“
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Suiyue Xing

Frozen Time in Riga
Regeneration Heritages in Riga’s Old Town

Contextual Lab.



Qinyuan Hong

Food, Space, Future
From Urban Farming to Community
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Yutong Peng

Harvesting Light
The Riga Vertical Agriculture Institute

Contextual Lab.



Huanzhi Mo

Livu Square Market Hall Complex
Space for All Seasons, All People
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Waterfront Theatre
The sound road in Riga

Zinan Yang

Contextual Lab.



Miaoru Zhou

Andrejsala ‘REBIRTH’
New Port, New Horizons
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Dwelling  Lab.
Dwelling and Urbanism was founded to examine longstanding challenges 

in housing quality and a�ordability in the United Kingdom, by considering 

housing production, consumption and representation. Our Urban Laboratory 

is committed to examining dwelling as housing architecture influenced by 

housing standards and design governance, and more abstractly, as a set of 

social processes with potential to generate or inhibit a sense of home for 

residents that can be fostered by architects and other practitioners through 

their creative endeavour. 

This year’s project, Suburbia Reimagined, responds to this year’s theme of new 

utopias, by encouraging students to engage with the theoretically contested 

and intellectually fertile concept of suburbia, and the social and cultural 

potential of the suburbs, suburbanites (residents) and suburbanism (ways 

of dwelling in the suburbs). The project’s practical concern is to explore how 

housing innovation and emerging approaches to design governance can foster 

healthier, happier and more a�ordable neighbourhoods.

Project site: Manchester, UK
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Neighbourhoods in Collyhuest Village

Shufeng Zhang

Dwelling Lab.



Connecting South Collyhurst
through shared spaces

Kristaps Kalvans
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Beyond Boundaries
A socio-economically inclusive suburb

Fatima Riffat

Dwelling Lab.



Yuyang Du

Living Together
Building Inclusive Urban Cohesion
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Xiang Li

Resilient New Cross:

Dwelling Lab.



Explore the potential of suburban

Baicheng Chen
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Becoming an accessible Suburbia:

Lingyu Zhou

Dwelling Lab.



All-Age Wonderland
Building a Multi-Generatioal Cosy Home

Mengfei Hou
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Biophilic Urbanism:
Designing Resilient and Sustainable Communities

Ruolan Wang

Dwelling Lab.



A New Festival City for New Cross

Saimeng Feng (Simon)
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InterGen Living
Shared spaces, stronger bonds

Tianqing Pu

Dwelling Lab.



A ‘pre-booking’ Community
The utopian community along urban edge
Phase 1: short-term planning (2025-2035)

Phase 2: long-term planning (2035-2050)

Xinyan Li
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Ecocity: Integrating
Greenery and Living

Xueyun He(Evie)

Dwelling Lab.



Culture in the Making
A Co-Creative Community for Digital

Yulan Li
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Sustainable Living Hub
Age-friendly and inclusive community

Yuqin Yang

Dwelling Lab.



A surban community in motion

Zhihui L iu
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A Suburb Carpet
A New Kind of Suburban Living — Landscape as the Carpet to Live On

Zhuohui Gao

Dwelling Lab.



Green and Grow
International Harmony CO-living Community

ZihanQin
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This Urban Lab is using emerging digital technologies to implement liveable 

solutions in the urban context. Digital technologies have now become an 

inseparable part of contemporary living. 

We, at the Prototype Lab, underpin our work on truly Smart cities, academic 

research that has been developed by the Lab Lead (Dr M. Cavada) which 

is human centre and aims at liveability. Specifically, we explore how these 

technologies should be used to solve urban issues and develop solutions 

appropriate for a civilised society. This lab develops a critical approach to 

emerging technologies through urban proposal and demonstrates that digital 

technology and AI can be tools for human prosperity through governance, 

aimed at sustainability, community living, health and wellbeing, security, equality, 

and similar human values.

Prototype  Lab.

Project site: Karystos, Greece
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The Connected Settlement
Cycles of Honey, Faith, and Place

Xinyu Zhang

Prototype Lab.



Where water, land, and life entwine in harmony
A harbor of senses

Hongbo Yang

MA  A+U



Connection By Layering
Reimagining Coastal Life in Karystos

Zhengang Guo

Prototype Lab.



Urban Linear Park & Cultural Museum
– A Resilient Promenade for Karystos

Tzu Chu Hsu
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Aether Wellness Retreat

Guoji L i

Prototype Lab.



Karystos Utopia
Work with it, not against it

Fei Pan
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Co—NEST
A home shared by people and birds

Jiaqian Fan

Prototype Lab.



FLOWING FUTURES:
A Water-Resilient Future for Karystos

Felicia Ericc a
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Resilient Ark: Karystos
Resilient Architecture and Urban Design for Rising Sea Levels

Haonan Yu

Prototype Lab.



The Grid Unwritten
Think of the city as a grid

Jiaqi Zhang
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Floating fence : Adaptive connection
Create a linkage for Karystos

Xinyuan Xu (Irene)

Prototype Lab.



Stitching the Urban Web
Link & Transition in Karystos

Yangyang He
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Agro-Urban Surface Hub
The Building as a Surface

Yanbin Chen

Prototype Lab.



Geopsychology of Karystos
Emotion-Driven Urban Mapping

Yitian Li

MA  A+U



METABOLIC CENTER

Public Spaces in Karystos

Yue Sun

Prototype Lab.



ThalassoNest--
Dynamic symbiosis

wind, and tidal movement to create a built environment that breathes with the 

Zhongwei Hou

MA  A+U



“    ” Sitopia
“sitos food” + utopia.

Churong Yu

Prototype Lab.



From “Lively” to “Livability”
Urban-Spiritual Reinterpretation through Orthodox Rituals

Yanxi Yang

MA  A+U



The ANCHOR-
The heart of Agri-tourism urbanism

Prototype Lab.



The Sound Tower
Reimagining Karystos through sound, 
space, and urban harmony

Pisitpong Tuntimas

MA  A+U



This Urban Lab explores the relationship of the city to the culturally constructed 

ideas of nature, landscape and ecology. In contrast to the conventional view 

of landscape as the ‘space left over between buildings’, we explore the idea 

of the city itself as landscape and ecosystem. We deconstruct the traditional 

dichotomy between the urban and the natural, to explore the interesting and 

complex ways in which this relationship is manifested in di�erent hybridised 

forms. A healthy ecosystem is both diverse and dynamic, reacting and adapting 

to external forces in ways which suggest a form of collective intelligence. 

If urban utopias must respond above all to the existential challenge of climate 

change, can these be built on simulacrums of natural processes or ecosystems? 

We explore these ideas through a comparative study of two ‘Satellite Cities’, 

Rochdale in Greater Manchester and Sabadell in the Barcelona Metropolitan 

Area.

Landscape  Lab.

Project site: Sabadell, Spain, and Rochdale, UK
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URBAN REWILDING
Forest Invasion Plan

Qianyi Wu

Landscape Lab.



The EcoLink Project
resilient futures for people and place

Megan McGuinness
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Stitching SABurbia
Connecting communities with voids

Aniruth Triambak

Landscape Lab.



Return the UTOPIA
Gender Inclusive Design

 

Peiyi He
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Stitching the City:
Blue-Green Framework for Rochdale

Chenxin Wang

Landscape Lab.



Urban regeneration
The future of Rochdale

Jiaze Song
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Living With The Slope
Between Slope and City:

Chenyou Wan

Landscape Lab.



This is a circular building

Yuxuan Lu (Laure)
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Ripoll River Living Lab
Ecological Wetlands and Community Resilience

Yufei Tang

Landscape Lab.



Rochdale Gateway
Linking Transit, Heritage, and People

Bhavadharany Sivaji
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LIVING IN THE FOREST
Sustainable City Interwoven with Nature

Haowen Zhou

Landscape Lab.



Resilient Site Regeneration
for Flood Adaptation

Yefan Zhang
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[ RE ] NATURE
A Centre for Sensory Encounters Between Humans, Plants, and Wetlands.

Jun-Wei Du (Louie)

Landscape Lab.



From Ruins to Roots: 
A Living Community

Lijun Hou
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Bridging Flood, Drought and Memory:
A Resilient Urban Waterscape

Moxuan Li

Landscape Lab.



Aging-Friendly Oasis
A vibrant lifelong growth community

Tianruo Wu
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Reviving the Edge:
Cycling Infrastructure along Ripoll

Xihe Feng

Landscape Lab.



Re-Cultivating Memory
Planting memory, shaping community

Zhiyu Zhang
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Super block environment design
around the station

Zikang Zhang

Landscape Lab.



Living Close,  Living Green
An Ecological Co-living Neighborhood

Yuehan Zhang
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Riverscape Commons
Re-imagining Littleborough’s Landscape

Tamanna Vakil

Landscape Lab.
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