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Foreword

Dean of the RISEBA Architecture and Design Faculty,
Director of Professional Master’s study programme Architecture.

RISEBA School of Architecture is new and ambitious. As the only private school of architecture 
in the Baltic region, it embraces the best traditions of architecture education in northern 

Europe while following the latest international trends. Riga, the Baltic region’s metropolis, provides 
an excellent background and laboratory for local and international students to study architecture 
and urbanism. It has a dynamic harbour and airport as well as a UNESCO-protected historic centre 
with an outstanding art nouveau and wooden architectural heritage. It is a city that has always been 
characterised by its cosmopolitanism and multicultural society.

In January, 2025 twenty-one graduates of RISEBA University BA Architecture programme defended 
their bachelor’s thesis projects: 

The BA thesis projects were judged by the examination committee: jury chairwomen  
Dr. Arch. (LV), architect , (ARHIS ARHITEKTI), Honorary professor, (LV), MA. Arch. 

 (LV); architect  (Sarma&Norde), (LV); architect and Dean of the 
RISEBA Architecture and Design Faculty  (LV/US), architect, MA. Arch. Ole 
Wiig (Harvard GSD) (NO).

Additionally ten MA Architecture programme graduates defended their master thesis projects: Ingus 

The MA thesis projects were judged by the examination committee: jury chairwomen  
Dr. Arch. (LV), architect , (ARHIS ARHITEKTI), Honorary professor, (LV), MA. Arch. 

 (LV); architect  (Sarma&Norde), (LV); architect and Dean of the 
RISEBA Architecture and Design Faculty  (LV/US), architect, MA. Arch. Ole 

Wiig (Harvard GSD) (NO).

8



Andreja

Linda 
 (LV), arhitekts  (ARHIS ARHITEKTI), goda profesors (LV), MA. arch. 

 (LV), arhitekte Mg. arch.  (Sarma & Norde) (LV), arhitekts un 
 (LV/US), un arhitekts MArch. Ole Wiig (NO).

Linda 
 (LV), arhitekts  (ARHIS ARHITEKTI), goda profesors (LV), MA. arch. 

 (LV), arhitekte Mg. arch.  (Sarma & Norde) (LV), arhitekts un 
 (LV/US), un arhitekts MArch. Ole Wiig (NO).
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light matters
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All material in nature, the mountains and the streams and the air and we, are made of Light which has 
been spent, and this crumpled mass called material casts a shadow, and the shadow belongs to Light. 
 -Louis Kahn | Silence & Light

 Let There Be Light may be, in fact, one of the most inspiring quotes ever written. We are not just  

and philosophy has been a subject of investigation and contemplation for centuries. Light’s substance 

watching it perform. Newton’s prism revealed its colorful nature as both light and matter; consequently, 
Light MATTERS.
 In 2025 we celebrate the work of our bachelor  and master student thesis projects which dealt 

memory of Gunnar Birkerts know as the master of light. 

and bring attention to ritual, working together to support his highly metaphorical architecture . Birkerts , 
described modernist Alvar Alto’s Vuoksenniska church as a building with  two shells.  The exterior one 
with protective glass and masonry and the interior shell of glass and plaster surfaces. Birkerts brings 
attention to the interstitial space  between the two shells and how they function together. The exterior is 
to enclose, protect and to transmit light. The interior shell is there to correct acoustics, form space and to 

2

 We invite you to examine, discover and  celebrate the work of our graduating students contained 
in this volume. Besides natural daylight students considered sociological needs, spatial and cultural 
conditions, technological issues - ‘data clouds’,  even utopian visions and alternate energy sources to 
repurpose derelict nuclear reactor facilities. Today’s challenges and constraints are distinct. Birkerts saw 

be accommodated. 3 Birkerts distinguishes himself from those directions in architecture which only 
permit talk about practicalities, facts, given condition and constraints, where design only deals with 

and dreams. I try not to forget beauty in time of change, economic pressure, ecological  and energy 
concerns. For me architecture is and will always be an artform. 4 
 We trust you will discover these prescribed value and qualities  in the work of our students. We 
congratulate our bachelor and master students in their future academic endeavors and careers and - 
don’t forget to dream!

Footnotes:

3. Ibid, p. 5. / 4.Ibid, p. 20

Dean of the RISEBA Architecture and Design Faculty,
Director of Professional Master’s study programme Architecture.
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Atsauces: 

3. Ibid, p. 5. / 4.Ibid, p. 20
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Faculty of Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering 
/ 

2022 Universidad 
Cardenal Herrera-CEU Erasmus exgange program in Spain / 

 
 

The Therapeutic Centre for Youth is a project located in the

This facility aims to provide a nurturing and restorative environment 
tailored to the needs of young people undergoing physical, emotion-
al and mental rehabilitation. The natural surroundings of the site, 
including extensive greenery, tranquil waterways and a serene rural 
atmosphere, play a key role in shaping the design and functionality 
of the centre.

This integration of natural beauty and thoughtful architecture cre-
ates a harmonious setting for healing and personal growth.
The centre’s design prioritises therapeutic and functional spaces 
that accommodate a wide range of activities, fostering an atmo-

practices and rebuild their sense of self.

V
Adrese: 
Funkcija: Terepijas centrs

 

andreja.evita@gmail.com

/part B

/part A

General data

Function: Therapeutic Centre 

01
14
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02  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

Riga Art and Media School, study 
program ‘‘Interior design’’ / 

Interior design studio ‘‘Alberto Sousa Interiores’’, 
Portugal / 

/ ; 

Cultural centers have an important role in communities- offering 
spaces for connection, learning and creative expression. Their 
purpose extends beyond individual participation, contributing to 
broader community development through diverse programs that 
encourage personal growth and social interaction. In Olaine, 
the establishment of a cultural center presents an opportunity to 
address existing gaps in recreational, educational and cultural 
services. With a diverse and evolving population, there is a 
growing need for a space that provides inclusivity and provides 
opportunities for lifelong learning and collaboration. The proposed 
center aims to support these needs by offering adaptable 
spaces that cater to different age groups and interests, ensuring 
accessibility and relevance for all residents.

and inclusivity, allowing it to accommodate various activities 
and respond to the changing demands of the community. By 
integrating multifunctional spaces, the center will encourage 
participation and create an inviting atmosphere for social 
engagement and cultural exchange. Collaborations with local 
institutions will further enhance its offerings, connecting residents 
with educational and cultural opportunities.

/CV

V
Adrese: Olaine, Latvija

2

2

2

/part B

/part A

General data
Address: Olaine, Latvia
Function: Public / Multifunctional Culture Center

2

2

Gross Floor area: 2,437 m2
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03  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering 2023/2025. CEU 
UNIVERSIDAD CARDENAL HERRERA 2020/2023

This thesis explores the key aspects of student housing, 

shared spaces that foster community. It highlights the crucial role 
student housing plays in urban areas, particularly in cities with 

faced by these students  and their impact on local rental markets, 

waterfront aims to provide a supportive and inclusive living 

community. Through the integration of communal spaces, study 

needs while enhancing the urban landscape.

/CV

V
Adrese: STORE LUNGEGAARDS VANN, BERGEN. NORVEGIJA
Funkcija: STUDENTU MAJA, PLUDMALE, PARKS.

magnusgytrelund@com

/part B

/part A

General data
Address: STORE LUNGEGAARDS VANN, BERGEN, NORWAY
Function: STUDENT HOUSING, CITY BEACH, PARK.
Plot area: APPROX 52 000 M2
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CONCEPT LANDSCAPE, BERGEN CITY BEACH.

STUDENT APARTMENT COMPLEX INTEGRATED WITH THE LANDSCAPE
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MASTERPLAN 

CROSS SECTION OF THE STUDENT APARTMENT COMPLEX

CROSS SECTION
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PUBLIC GROUND FLOOR, AND APARTMENT LAYOUT

THE GEOMETRY OF THE STUDENT COMPLEX. THE COMPLEX HAS 3 OPENINGS. 
ONE FROM THE NORTH LINEAR TO THE ONE TO THE SOUTH AND THE SEA SIDE. 
THE OTHER OPENING FROM THE VEST IS GOING ONLY AT THE GROUND FLOOR. 

AND INTERACT. THERE IS ALSO TERRACES WHERE STUDENTS CAN GO DOW 
FLOORS BY STAIRS TO  CONNECT THE STUDENT COMPLEX MORE TO THE GREAT 
VIEWS OF THE NATURAL LANDSCAPE.

THE RED IS INDICATING THE NORTH PART OF THE STUDENT HOUSING. THE 

THE CORRIDOR IS GOING TO FACE THE NOISE POLLUTED SIDE WITH TRAM 
LINE AND TRAINS COMING CONTINOUISLY. THE APARTMENTS WILL FACE THE 
INNERCOURTYARD FOR THIS REASON.
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04  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

Daylight is a self-evident and ever-present phenomenon. Good 
architecture can assign deeper meaning to daylight, expanding its 
dimensions on both a philosophical and symbolic level. Daylight 
possesses materiality that extends beyond its usual functions—
its philosophical aspect enriches architecture, broadening its 
emotional spectrum.

continues to hold an important place in the narrative of 
architecture. Its materiality has a unique ability to create an 
interplay of light and shadow, bringing life, substance, and the 

The aim of this work was to explore the philosophical and symbolic 
materiality of daylight in architecture and to design a museum 

/CV

V

-

gatis.hasners@gmail.com

Temple of Light - Museum of Light /part B

/part A

General data

Function: Museum
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However, during this time, military technology advanced so rapidly 

explosion—a theatrical act manifesting the power of light and its 
ability to shape the future (much like the Big Bang).

The program of the Temple of Light Manifestation (Light Museum) 
revolves around this moment: natural light exhibitions and 

As the natural daylight cycle ends, the hall transforms into a 
contemporary theater, continuing the theatrical act of light’s 
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Shell
The building is shaped around the 
central axis, which gives simple 
understanding how the program is 
arranged. It also opens philosophical 

linearity.

The museum is covered with perforated 
mesh, creating a symbolic act of 
transparency to light. This not only 
produces a transparency effect but also 
generates fascinating shadow patterns, 
which can be experienced both from 
the outside (while walking under the 
building) and from inside, in some of the 
galleries.

Central axis Daylight gallery
The daylight gallery is the central 
element of the building. It showcases 
the performance of the sun—a dynamic 
display that constantly changes. It’s 
worth taking a moment to set aside the 
rush of daily life, sit down on the plush 
pillows, and immerse yourself in the 
serenity and the unique story told by the 
daylight.

Pantoon bridge to view platform

Master Plan

Daylight Gallery
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Shell

View to the Baltic sea

Terrace

The museum is covered with 
perforated mesh, creating a 
transparency effect as a symbolic 
gesture to light. This design not 
only enhances the visual effect 
but also generates fascinating 
shadow patterns, which can be 
experienced both 
outside—beneath the 
building—and inside.

The entrance area of the museum offers a wide view of the Baltic Sea, 
providing the building with an emotional connection to the surrounding 
environment.

View to the Baltic Sea
The entrance is located beneath 
the building, allowing visitors to 
experience similar sensations to 
those of exploring the ruins of 
the fort today.

Balcony

The museum's program includes a café 
and a restaurant. The restaurant is 
located on the second floor of the 
museum, featuring a spacious terrace 
facing the sea.

The Light Gallery can be viewed from two perspectives: 
from the first floor, experiencing the volume of the space, 
and from the second-floor balcony, which allows you to 
conect with light source. 
.

Customizable space
The museum's educational section 
features an open-plan space that 
can be used for private sessions 
or meditation by spearating private 
and public space with curtains.

Concrete
The core of the museum is 

is created by considering the 
existing arrangement of ruins. 
This way, the building connects 
with the surrounding 
environment.

Waves
The interplay of light and shadow in 
the daylight gallery is created by 
roof windows arranged to resemble 
the rhythm of sea waves. The 
sound of Baltic Sea waves and the 
play of light create a complete 
sense of harmony.Outdoor gallery

Wooden benches 
Wooden benches are one of the interior 
elements that run throughout the entire 
museum, simultaneously serving as a unifying 
feature.

The Black galleries
Galleries that exhibit artificially 
lit art objects from artists like 
Olafur Eliasson, James Turrel, 
Dan Flavin, Anthony McCall, 
Bruce Munro, Leo Villareal etc.

Daylight gallery
The performance of the sun. It 
changes, and it is worth to put 
aside your rush and just sit 
down on cusshy pillows and 
experience the quietness and 
the story of the daylight.

Museum

Learning 

Entrance
The museum program divides the 
building into two parts: the museum 
section and the educational section. The 
museum section, in turn, is divided into 
daylight and darkness galleries.

The entrance is located beneath the 
building, allowing visitors to experience 
similar sensations to those of exploring 
the ruins of the fort today.

Program Circulation
The circulation within the museum is 

that visitors do not revisit exhibitions they 
have already seen, while also allowing 
them to experience some exhibits from 
different perspectives.



05 Faculty of Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering 
/ 

Riga Building College 

kontekstu.

 The Juglas Paper Factory, located on the scenic shores 

industrial site contributing to Latvia’s economic growth, it now 
stands abandoned and in disrepair. Over decades chaotic 
expansions and neglect have left the building with mismatched 
sections, varying heights, deteriorated structures and an overall 
fragmented layout. The site despite its historical and cultural 
value, lacks functionality and is disconnected from the surrounding 
natural beauty of Jugla Lake.

preserves key historical elements while addressing the 

unusable sections and reusing salvaged materials, the design 
introduces a clear, cohesive structure that integrates cultural, 
educational and recreational functions. Enhancements include a 
central pedestrian passage that connects to Jugla Lake, creating 

serves the community’s needs and restores the site’s connection 
to its natural and historical context.

/CV

V
Adrese: 

-

/part B

-

/part A

General data

Function: Multifunctional hub
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Demolition

New Construction

2 Floor Plan

Demolition

New Construction
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06  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

school , study program ‘‘Architecture’’ / 

Da /  ; 

UN MELNS’’ / 

cultural center that bridges the city’s industrial heritage, natural 

creating spaces for exhibitions and interactive activities while 
incorporating biophilic design principles to create connections with 
the surrounding nature and improve the quality of urban life.

addressing challenges like neglect, urban connectivity, and the 
need for public spaces. Emphasis is placed on the potential of 
such spaces to enhance local identity, encourage different age 

activities. 
The design proposal takes advantage of the site’s existing 
industrial elements, including the factory chimneys, integrating 
them into a larger vision that includes landscaped areas, 
contemplative retreats, and adaptable spaces for cultural and 
social events. The promenade is envisioned as a connection 

water and a possible use as a dynamic recreation space.

urban challenges while respecting historical and natural contexts. 
By transforming the match factory site into a functional, compelling 

/CV

V
Adrese: 

2

 m2

Dr Efe Duyan

-
ture

kristaps.modular@gmail.com

-
ture
/part B

-
ture
/part A

General data

Function: Public building/ Mixed-use
2

2
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1    -  MAIN ENTRANCE

2    -  SECOND MAIN  ENTRANCE

3    -  WORKSHOP ENTRANCE

4    -  LOGISTICS ACCESS

5    -  PROMENADE

6    -  HISTORIC CHIMNEY WATCHTOWER

7    -  VISITOR PARKING

8    -  EMPLOYEE PARKING

    -  PUBLIC ENTRY

    -  SERVICE ENTRY
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07  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

 

3rd place & public choice award;
2024 BAUA Workshop, Tallinn Architecture Biennale, Resources 
for a Future.

The chosen area in Aglona holds deep historical and cultural value, 

across Latvia, Aglona has long been a symbolic and spiritual 

of Latgale. To guide this transformation, the axis of senses and 
potentials was chosen as the foundation for renewal, creating a 
framework that connects people, nature, and the built environment. 

future development, reinforcing Aglona’s identity within the land 
of blue lakes and ensuring a harmonious relationship between the 
landscape and its inhabitants. At the heart of this vision is the revival 
of Latvia’s long-lost Folk High Schools, an initiative that reintroduces 
lifelong learning as a tool for strengthening the fragile community. 
Designed to welcome people of all age groups and economic 
backgrounds, this educational and cultural hub aims to restore 
local identity while also providing opportunities for people across 
Latgale and beyond. Since educational centers in rural areas often 
double as community spaces, the project addresses one of Latvia’s 

is envisioned to expand, integrating additional services that respond 
to the evolving needs of the community, ensuring a sustainable and 

V
Adrese: Daugavpils iela 5, Aglona, Latvija

naurislukjanovics@gmail.com

/part B

/part A

General data
Address: Daugavpils street 5, Aglona, Latvia
Function: Education facility (Folk High School)
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Folk High Schools in Latvia 2025

Second Floor Plan

Ground Floor Plan



08  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

This thesis explores the potential of prefabricated housing as a 
scalable, sustainable, and cost-effective solution for Ukraine’s 

urgent housing needs, foster community resilience, and promote 

leveraging prefabricated housing to rebuild infrastructure, support 
displaced populations, and create a foundation for long-term 
sustainability and social cohesion. It also addresses challenges 
such as logistical barriers, social acceptance, and policy 
constraints, offering actionable recommendations for successful 
implementation. 
 

/CV

V
Adrese: kharkiv ukraine

2

Reiji Kobayashi
Reiji Kobayashi

 

KEVINS

Markerkevin@outlook.com

-

/part B

-
/part A

General data
Address: kharkiv ukraine
Function: Residentail 

2

delete this and add 
your photo here
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09  RISEBA University, 
Faculty of Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering 
/ 

The Karostas Manege, a historical landmark in the Karosta district 

thesis explores the potential for adaptive reuse of the Manege, 
transforming it into a modern cultural center while preserving its 
historical authenticity. The proposed project incorporates three 
main functions—educational, exhibition, and wellness—to meet 
the needs of various community groups.

Special attention is given to creating spaces for children and 
teenagers, including workshops, educational programs, creative 
activities, and an exhibition center. This fosters a connection with 
the nearby school, encourages youth engagement, promotes 
cultural interest, and attracts both tourists and local residents. By 
balancing historical preservation with modern functionality, the 

and adapts the building to contemporary demands.

The project aims to transform the Manege into a cultural hub, 
contributing to the socio-economic development of Karosta. 
By preserving the historical character of the building and 
incorporating modern functionalities, the renovation strengthens 
the identity and spirit of the local community while setting an 
example for future adaptive reuse initiatives.

V
Adrese: 

Mg. Arch. 
Mg. Arch. 

-

anastasija.shakele@gmail.com

/part B

/part A

General data

Function: Cultural Center



47

A BB

C

D E F

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11
12

13
14

15
16

17
18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25
26

27
28

29
30

C

C

A

A

B

B



48

Library
Art Studio
Exhibition area
Cafe

Gym
Lobby, Welcom area

Existing situation Separate 3 main areas:

STUDY

EXHIBITION

WELLNESS
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10  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

and Technologies, Faculty of engineering, Master of Engineering 

The bachelor’s thesis is focused on reducing the time, money 

housing. Other needs like entertainment, services and shops are 

would be people who would live in new apartment buildings and 
rather spend money on rent for an apartment than transportation. 
The location of the object has been chosen because silence, the 
variety the terrain gives and government ownership. The plot is 
accessible from Parka street. It is projected to build four apartment 
buildings and rebuild the existing water tower, and make attraction 
points for different social activities. When driving in the block 

further it splits in one way road for easier car parking. The territory 

visitors too. Because of changing foundation depth, it has been 
chosen to use strip reinforced concrete foundations. Basement 
inside walls are made of load-bearing reinforced concrete panels. 
The basements covered with monolithic reinforced concrete cover. 

/CV

V
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General data

Function: Housing
Existing plot area:  4700 m2

Combined new plot area: 25322 m2

Footprint area: 5350 m2
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This thesis examines the transforming capacity of light and 
shadow within architectural and theatrical environments. It 
showcases the bond that exist between these two ralms.

The study intertwines theoretical and empirical research, 

and communal roles of public spaces. The design envisions two 
distinct yet interconnected volumes: an underground shadow
theatre inspired by introspection and performative architecture, 

of cultural life. The shadow theatre, rooted in the sensory 
experiences of light and darkness, serves as a sacred 

By employing a multidisciplinary approach that blends historical 
research, site analysis, and design principles, this thesis tackles 
the more general issue of how public areas might function as 
venues for both cultural continuity and sensory engagement.

The results emphasise how crucial it is to incorporate sacred 
identity with modern architectural interventions, emphasising how 
public places may elevate human experience above the
ordinary.

/part B

/part A

konckule@com
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- Stages of Shadow Theatre 

Stage 1: Labyrinth

The labyrinth, with its intricate pathways, is meta-
phorically preserved in the circular choreography 
performed by the chorus in the orchestra—the cir-
cular dance platform that was central to Greek the-
ater. The labyrinth’s complex, meandering struc-
ture finds a counterpart in the traces left by danc-
ers, creating a connection between movement and 
form.

Stage 2: Entrance Portal

For over two millennia, the theatre symbolised a reflection of the world, of-
fering a foundation for Western architectural principles. Embedded in urban 
spaces or created as temporary structures, the theatre provided a shared 
space shaped by human desire, combining practicality with cultural mean-
ing. This existential orientation positioned the theatre as both a civic and 
symbolic space

The entrance portal, along with the door and 
threshold, represents the division between the two 
realms of the secular and the sacred. At the same 
time, it serves as a conduit, enabling movement 
and connection between these worlds. For believ-
ers, crossing this threshold signifies a profound 
spiritual transformation—a transition from the or-
dinary, secular realm to the divine, sacred space.

Stage 3: Light

Piercing through the darkness, it illuminates the 
space with a celestial presence, evoking awe and a 
sense of the sacred. This interplay of light and 
shadow emphasizes the passage of time, as the 
beam shifts throughout the day, creating a dynamic 
relationship between the architecture and the 
cosmos. Such light acts as a guide, drawing atten-
tion upward.
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- Types of Performances

Type 1: Stage on Bottom

A stage positioned at a lower level with viewers 
seated on a higher plane creates a distinct spatial 
and symbolic dynamic. This arrangement empha-
sizes the performer's vulnerability and accessibili-
ty, inviting the audience to observe from a position 
of dominance or detachment. The elevated vantage 
point enhances the viewer's perspective, offering a 
comprehensive view of the performance while re-
inforcing their role as witnesses to the unfolding 
narrative.

Type 2: Stage on Top

Performance transforms environments into experiential narratives, where architecture, light, 
and sound amplify meaning. The ephemeral nature of performance heightens its impact, im-
printing vivid, often transformative memories on those who experience it. By blending the per-
sonal and the collective, performance becomes a medium for shaping perception, altering how 
individuals see themselves, others, and the environments they inhabit.

A stage positioned at an upper level, with specta-
tors viewing from below, creates a sense of eleva-
tion and reverence toward the performance. This 
spatial arrangement imbues the stage with a sense 
of authority, positioning the performers as figures 
of significance, almost beyond reach. The upward 
gaze of the audience creates an emotional and 
symbolic dynamic, where the act of looking up 
mirrors themes of aspiration, admiration, or even 
submission.
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Type 3: Performance on Both Floors

A performance distributed across both upper and 
lower levels creates a multidimensional dynamic, 
enriching the spatial and narrative experience for 
the audience. This arrangement blurs traditional 
boundaries, encouraging spectators to shift their 
focus between levels and engage with contrasting 
perspectives. The interplay between the floors 
adds depth to the performance, symbolizing 
themes of duality, hierarchy, or interconnected-
ness.

Type 4: Summer Amphitheatre

Symbolically, the amphitheater serves as a demo-
cratic arena, inviting individuals from all walks of 
life to witness shared cultural or civic events. Its 
form blurs the lines between performer and spec-
tator, creating a sense of unity and collective par-
ticipation. The amphitheater’s design also reflects 
the natural world. Integrating with its surround-
ings it create a harmonious relationship between 
architecture, landscape, and the human experience.

Type 5: Performance in Well

The well, as a vertical, enclosed space, signifies 
depth, introspection, and a journey inward, 
making it a compelling setting for performances 
that explore themes of self-discovery, isolation, or 
connection to the unknown.For the audience, 
viewing a performance in a well positions them as 
observers peering into a contained world, creating 
a heightened sense of focus and separation. The 
performer, enclosed within the well, becomes a 
focal point of vulnerability and resonance, their 
movements and sounds amplified by the confined 
space. The descent into the well can also serve as a 
metaphor for exploration, reflection, or even a de-
scent into the subconscious.
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Stage 5: Going Down

The act of moving downward mirrors a metaphori-
cal descent into the subconscious or the depths of 
the soul. It invites individuals to leave behind the 
distractions of the external world and engage with 
a more internal realm. Architectural elements like 
narrow staircases, dim lighting and enclosed 
spaces amplify this transition, creating a sense of 
isolation and focus. As one metaphorically de-
scends into the unknown to emerge with greater 
clarity and understanding.

Stage 6: Performance

A performance space can be understood as a tran-
scending space—a realm where the boundaries of 
the ordinary dissolve, and participants are elevated 
into a shared experience beyond the tangible. Its 
architecture frames a liminal zone where time, 
identity, and reality are suspended, allowing for a 
connection between the performers, the audience, 
and the narrative. The spatial design channels 
energy and emotion, creating an atmosphere that 
uplifts and transforms, guiding all who enter 
toward introspection, collective unity, or spiritual 
elevation.

Stage 7: Coming Out

It marks a transitional, where individuals move 
from one state of being or understanding into an-
other. It symbolizes a shift or revelation, often 
marked by a physical, emotional, or social trans-
formation. This space is a moment of emergence, 
where the boundaries of the private and public, the 
hidden and the revealed, are explored. In this space 
individuals step into their authentic selves.

Stage 4: Well

The well symbolizes the connection between the 
earthly and the divine. As a source of life-sustain-
ing water, it represents purity, renewal, and the 
nurturing essence of the divine. Descending into 
the well mirrors a journey inward, evoking intro-
spection and spiritual discovery, while its depth 
signifies the infinite and the mysteries of creation. 
Positioned within sacred spaces, the well often 
serves as a point of reflection, uniting the physical 
and metaphysical realms.
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- Types of Performances

Type 1: Stage on Bottom

A stage positioned at a lower level with viewers 
seated on a higher plane creates a distinct spatial 
and symbolic dynamic. This arrangement empha-
sizes the performer's vulnerability and accessibili-
ty, inviting the audience to observe from a position 
of dominance or detachment. The elevated vantage 
point enhances the viewer's perspective, offering a 
comprehensive view of the performance while re-
inforcing their role as witnesses to the unfolding 
narrative.
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Performance transforms environments into experiential narratives, where architecture, light, 
and sound amplify meaning. The ephemeral nature of performance heightens its impact, im-
printing vivid, often transformative memories on those who experience it. By blending the per-
sonal and the collective, performance becomes a medium for shaping perception, altering how 
individuals see themselves, others, and the environments they inhabit.

A stage positioned at an upper level, with specta-
tors viewing from below, creates a sense of eleva-
tion and reverence toward the performance. This 
spatial arrangement imbues the stage with a sense 
of authority, positioning the performers as figures 
of significance, almost beyond reach. The upward 
gaze of the audience creates an emotional and 
symbolic dynamic, where the act of looking up 
mirrors themes of aspiration, admiration, or even 
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Type 3: Performance on Both Floors

A performance distributed across both upper and 
lower levels creates a multidimensional dynamic, 
enriching the spatial and narrative experience for 
the audience. This arrangement blurs traditional 
boundaries, encouraging spectators to shift their 
focus between levels and engage with contrasting 
perspectives. The interplay between the floors 
adds depth to the performance, symbolizing 
themes of duality, hierarchy, or interconnected-
ness.

Type 4: Summer Amphitheatre

Symbolically, the amphitheater serves as a demo-
cratic arena, inviting individuals from all walks of 
life to witness shared cultural or civic events. Its 
form blurs the lines between performer and spec-
tator, creating a sense of unity and collective par-
ticipation. The amphitheater’s design also reflects 
the natural world. Integrating with its surround-
ings it create a harmonious relationship between 
architecture, landscape, and the human experience.

Type 5: Performance in Well

The well, as a vertical, enclosed space, signifies 
depth, introspection, and a journey inward, 
making it a compelling setting for performances 
that explore themes of self-discovery, isolation, or 
connection to the unknown.For the audience, 
viewing a performance in a well positions them as 
observers peering into a contained world, creating 
a heightened sense of focus and separation. The 
performer, enclosed within the well, becomes a 
focal point of vulnerability and resonance, their 
movements and sounds amplified by the confined 
space. The descent into the well can also serve as a 
metaphor for exploration, reflection, or even a de-
scent into the subconscious.
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Type 3: Performance on Both Floors

A performance distributed across both upper and 
lower levels creates a multidimensional dynamic, 
enriching the spatial and narrative experience for 
the audience. This arrangement blurs traditional 
boundaries, encouraging spectators to shift their 
focus between levels and engage with contrasting 
perspectives. The interplay between the floors 
adds depth to the performance, symbolizing 
themes of duality, hierarchy, or interconnected-
ness.

Type 4: Summer Amphitheatre

Symbolically, the amphitheater serves as a demo-
cratic arena, inviting individuals from all walks of 
life to witness shared cultural or civic events. Its 
form blurs the lines between performer and spec-
tator, creating a sense of unity and collective par-
ticipation. The amphitheater’s design also reflects 
the natural world. Integrating with its surround-
ings it create a harmonious relationship between 
architecture, landscape, and the human experience.

Type 5: Performance in Well

The well, as a vertical, enclosed space, signifies 
depth, introspection, and a journey inward, 
making it a compelling setting for performances 
that explore themes of self-discovery, isolation, or 
connection to the unknown.For the audience, 
viewing a performance in a well positions them as 
observers peering into a contained world, creating 
a heightened sense of focus and separation. The 
performer, enclosed within the well, becomes a 
focal point of vulnerability and resonance, their 
movements and sounds amplified by the confined 
space. The descent into the well can also serve as a 
metaphor for exploration, reflection, or even a de-
scent into the subconscious.
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- Stages of Shadow Theatre 

Stage 1: Labyrinth

The labyrinth, with its intricate pathways, is meta-
phorically preserved in the circular choreography 
performed by the chorus in the orchestra—the cir-
cular dance platform that was central to Greek the-
ater. The labyrinth’s complex, meandering struc-
ture finds a counterpart in the traces left by danc-
ers, creating a connection between movement and 
form.

Stage 2: Entrance Portal

For over two millennia, the theatre symbolised a reflection of the world, of-
fering a foundation for Western architectural principles. Embedded in urban 
spaces or created as temporary structures, the theatre provided a shared 
space shaped by human desire, combining practicality with cultural mean-
ing. This existential orientation positioned the theatre as both a civic and 
symbolic space

The entrance portal, along with the door and 
threshold, represents the division between the two 
realms of the secular and the sacred. At the same 
time, it serves as a conduit, enabling movement 
and connection between these worlds. For believ-
ers, crossing this threshold signifies a profound 
spiritual transformation—a transition from the or-
dinary, secular realm to the divine, sacred space.

Stage 3: Light

Piercing through the darkness, it illuminates the 
space with a celestial presence, evoking awe and a 
sense of the sacred. This interplay of light and 
shadow emphasizes the passage of time, as the 
beam shifts throughout the day, creating a dynamic 
relationship between the architecture and the 
cosmos. Such light acts as a guide, drawing atten-
tion upward.
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Stage 5: Going Down

The act of moving downward mirrors a metaphori-
cal descent into the subconscious or the depths of 
the soul. It invites individuals to leave behind the 
distractions of the external world and engage with 
a more internal realm. Architectural elements like 
narrow staircases, dim lighting and enclosed 
spaces amplify this transition, creating a sense of 
isolation and focus. As one metaphorically de-
scends into the unknown to emerge with greater 
clarity and understanding.

Stage 6: Performance

A performance space can be understood as a tran-
scending space—a realm where the boundaries of 
the ordinary dissolve, and participants are elevated 
into a shared experience beyond the tangible. Its 
architecture frames a liminal zone where time, 
identity, and reality are suspended, allowing for a 
connection between the performers, the audience, 
and the narrative. The spatial design channels 
energy and emotion, creating an atmosphere that 
uplifts and transforms, guiding all who enter 
toward introspection, collective unity, or spiritual 
elevation.

Stage 7: Coming Out

It marks a transitional, where individuals move 
from one state of being or understanding into an-
other. It symbolizes a shift or revelation, often 
marked by a physical, emotional, or social trans-
formation. This space is a moment of emergence, 
where the boundaries of the private and public, the 
hidden and the revealed, are explored. In this space 
individuals step into their authentic selves.

Stage 4: Well

The well symbolizes the connection between the 
earthly and the divine. As a source of life-sustain-
ing water, it represents purity, renewal, and the 
nurturing essence of the divine. Descending into 
the well mirrors a journey inward, evoking intro-
spection and spiritual discovery, while its depth 
signifies the infinite and the mysteries of creation. 
Positioned within sacred spaces, the well often 
serves as a point of reflection, uniting the physical 
and metaphysical realms.
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the soul. It invites individuals to leave behind the 
distractions of the external world and engage with 
a more internal realm. Architectural elements like 
narrow staircases, dim lighting and enclosed 
spaces amplify this transition, creating a sense of 
isolation and focus. As one metaphorically de-
scends into the unknown to emerge with greater 
clarity and understanding.

Stage 6: Performance

A performance space can be understood as a tran-
scending space—a realm where the boundaries of 
the ordinary dissolve, and participants are elevated 
into a shared experience beyond the tangible. Its 
architecture frames a liminal zone where time, 
identity, and reality are suspended, allowing for a 
connection between the performers, the audience, 
and the narrative. The spatial design channels 
energy and emotion, creating an atmosphere that 
uplifts and transforms, guiding all who enter 
toward introspection, collective unity, or spiritual 
elevation.

Stage 7: Coming Out

It marks a transitional, where individuals move 
from one state of being or understanding into an-
other. It symbolizes a shift or revelation, often 
marked by a physical, emotional, or social trans-
formation. This space is a moment of emergence, 
where the boundaries of the private and public, the 
hidden and the revealed, are explored. In this space 
individuals step into their authentic selves.

Stage 4: Well

The well symbolizes the connection between the 
earthly and the divine. As a source of life-sustain-
ing water, it represents purity, renewal, and the 
nurturing essence of the divine. Descending into 
the well mirrors a journey inward, evoking intro-
spection and spiritual discovery, while its depth 
signifies the infinite and the mysteries of creation. 
Positioned within sacred spaces, the well often 
serves as a point of reflection, uniting the physical 
and metaphysical realms.

RISEBA University
Academic Bachelor Degree Study Program ARCHITECTURE
Bachelor of Engineering Sciences in Architecture
BACHELOR THESIS / part B / Riga / 2025

AUTHOR student K IZ CK
SUPERVISOR I Z

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR
MATS BArch I Š I

SUPERVISOR I Z

A

200008000

Stage 5: Going Down

The act of moving downward mirrors a metaphori-
cal descent into the subconscious or the depths of 
the soul. It invites individuals to leave behind the 
distractions of the external world and engage with 
a more internal realm. Architectural elements like 
narrow staircases, dim lighting and enclosed 
spaces amplify this transition, creating a sense of 
isolation and focus. As one metaphorically de-
scends into the unknown to emerge with greater 
clarity and understanding.

Stage 6: Performance

A performance space can be understood as a tran-
scending space—a realm where the boundaries of 
the ordinary dissolve, and participants are elevated 
into a shared experience beyond the tangible. Its 
architecture frames a liminal zone where time, 
identity, and reality are suspended, allowing for a 
connection between the performers, the audience, 
and the narrative. The spatial design channels 
energy and emotion, creating an atmosphere that 
uplifts and transforms, guiding all who enter 
toward introspection, collective unity, or spiritual 
elevation.

Stage 7: Coming Out

It marks a transitional, where individuals move 
from one state of being or understanding into an-
other. It symbolizes a shift or revelation, often 
marked by a physical, emotional, or social trans-
formation. This space is a moment of emergence, 
where the boundaries of the private and public, the 
hidden and the revealed, are explored. In this space 
individuals step into their authentic selves.

Stage 4: Well

The well symbolizes the connection between the 
earthly and the divine. As a source of life-sustain-
ing water, it represents purity, renewal, and the 
nurturing essence of the divine. Descending into 
the well mirrors a journey inward, evoking intro-
spection and spiritual discovery, while its depth 
signifies the infinite and the mysteries of creation. 
Positioned within sacred spaces, the well often 
serves as a point of reflection, uniting the physical 
and metaphysical realms.

RISEBA University
Academic Bachelor Degree Study Program ARCHITECTURE
Bachelor of Engineering Sciences in Architecture
BACHELOR THESIS / part B / Riga / 2025

AUTHOR student K IZ CK
SUPERVISOR I Z

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR
MATS BArch I Š I

SUPERVISOR I Z

A

200008000



RISEBA University
Academic Bachelor Degree Study Program ARCHITECTURE
Bachelor of Engineering Sciences in Architecture
BACHELOR THESIS / part B / Riga / 2025

AUTHOR student K IZ CK
SUPERVISOR I Z

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR
MATS BArch I Š I

SUPERVISOR I Z

- Types of Performances

Type 1: Stage on Bottom

A stage positioned at a lower level with viewers 
seated on a higher plane creates a distinct spatial 
and symbolic dynamic. This arrangement empha-
sizes the performer's vulnerability and accessibili-
ty, inviting the audience to observe from a position 
of dominance or detachment. The elevated vantage 
point enhances the viewer's perspective, offering a 
comprehensive view of the performance while re-
inforcing their role as witnesses to the unfolding 
narrative.

Type 2: Stage on Top

Performance transforms environments into experiential narratives, where architecture, light, 
and sound amplify meaning. The ephemeral nature of performance heightens its impact, im-
printing vivid, often transformative memories on those who experience it. By blending the per-
sonal and the collective, performance becomes a medium for shaping perception, altering how 
individuals see themselves, others, and the environments they inhabit.

A stage positioned at an upper level, with specta-
tors viewing from below, creates a sense of eleva-
tion and reverence toward the performance. This 
spatial arrangement imbues the stage with a sense 
of authority, positioning the performers as figures 
of significance, almost beyond reach. The upward 
gaze of the audience creates an emotional and 
symbolic dynamic, where the act of looking up 
mirrors themes of aspiration, admiration, or even 
submission.
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Type 3: Performance on Both Floors

A performance distributed across both upper and 
lower levels creates a multidimensional dynamic, 
enriching the spatial and narrative experience for 
the audience. This arrangement blurs traditional 
boundaries, encouraging spectators to shift their 
focus between levels and engage with contrasting 
perspectives. The interplay between the floors 
adds depth to the performance, symbolizing 
themes of duality, hierarchy, or interconnected-
ness.

Type 4: Summer Amphitheatre

Symbolically, the amphitheater serves as a demo-
cratic arena, inviting individuals from all walks of 
life to witness shared cultural or civic events. Its 
form blurs the lines between performer and spec-
tator, creating a sense of unity and collective par-
ticipation. The amphitheater’s design also reflects 
the natural world. Integrating with its surround-
ings it create a harmonious relationship between 
architecture, landscape, and the human experience.

Type 5: Performance in Well

The well, as a vertical, enclosed space, signifies 
depth, introspection, and a journey inward, 
making it a compelling setting for performances 
that explore themes of self-discovery, isolation, or 
connection to the unknown.For the audience, 
viewing a performance in a well positions them as 
observers peering into a contained world, creating 
a heightened sense of focus and separation. The 
performer, enclosed within the well, becomes a 
focal point of vulnerability and resonance, their 
movements and sounds amplified by the confined 
space. The descent into the well can also serve as a 
metaphor for exploration, reflection, or even a de-
scent into the subconscious.
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12  Kaunas University of 

Revit, Sketchup, AutoCAD, QGIS, Space Syntax, 
Lumion, Photoshop. 

-

-

-

-

-

This study assesses the current infrastructure and natural landscape 
characteristics while proposing a sustainable development approach 
for the area. By integrating contemporary urban planning principles 
with historical models, it explores the potential of the linear city to high-
light their effectiveness in sustainable urban planning. Findings reveal 

key contextual and spatial factors necessary for reintroducing 
nature into cities. This work demonstrates how adapting the linear 
city model at an appropriate scale can address sustainability 
challenges while avoiding the pitfalls of large-scale implementations 
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Wissam Al Koukash
Wissam Al Koukash

MOSTAFA
ALBADAWI

Wissam Al Koukash
Wissam Al Koukash

/part B

General data
Address: Jonavos Streer, Kuaunas
Function: Commercial Building

 4th Floor: 2200m2
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The masterplan proposed a mix of 
commercial, residential, and educational cen-
ters aimed to contribute to the city growth. 

the pedestrian bridge will create a new attrac-
tion point and add value to the development 
by endorsing the cultural-natural heritage of 
the city. Following the theory of sociology 

-

more suitable to become social catalysts, the 
masterplan layout, although very regular and 
rational, has kept some margin for exceptions 
and spontneity. This is mostly evident in the 
design of the open green and public spaces 
of the area. The design also considers the 
public survey, which revealed the interest of 
the residents to have some public area with 
water features.
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 RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

surroundings. Inspired by the iceberg metaphor, the design 
integrates a submerged pavilion, offering an immersive ice world 
experience. It combines recreational, social, and health-oriented 
functions, creating a unique place for winter sports, leisure, and 
connection with nature.

V
Adrese: 

Mg.sc.educ. Jonas Buchel
Mg. Arch. Jonas Nordgren

-

TOMASS

tombaksy@gmail.com

/part B

Pavilion
/part A

General data

Function: Sport and wellness resort
2
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An echo of ice, suspended between memory and form, 

life.

Empty plot, without a purpose, 
ready for a rebirth

Form follows the site Creating a space and letting the forest 
views in

Submerging the structure and letting 
the landscape to be

Strategic openings invite light, blending 
with the landscape
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SECTION A-A
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SECTION B-B

: Provides natural insulation, 
enhances biodiversity, and integrates the building 
with its environment. 

: Glued Laminated Timber 
(GLT) beams form the main structural framework of 
the roof, ensuring strength and durability.

: Reinforce the entire 
structure, preventing movement and supporting the
building’s overall load.

Secure the windows and other 
facade elemetns, ensuring stability and seamless
integration with the design.
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 RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

design specialist;

The bachelor thesis explores how architectural strategies can 
transform refugee camps into spaces that foster mental well-

individuals worldwide, the thesis addresses the critical gap in 
traditional refugee camp designs, which often neglect residents’ 
psychological needs. Greece, particularly the island of Lesbos, 

gateway for refugees into Europe and the symbolic legacy of the 
Moria camp, which highlights the urgent need for innovative and 
humane solutions.
The project envisions a new refugee camp near Moria that 

Mongolian designs. In this adaptation, the concept places the 

well-being, sustainability, and temporary social cohesion. Shared 
courtyards, adaptable living units, and public spaces are designed 
to foster interaction and healing, with the community core acting 
as a focal point for connection and recovery. This project serves 
as a scalable and adaptable guideline for future refugee shelters, 
bridging the gap between immediate functional needs and long-
term psychological recovery.

/CV

V
Adrese: 

2

-

-

/part B

/part A

General data
Address: Moria, Greece 
Function: Refugee camp
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70

 RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

 Repurposing industrial regions has recently become 

critical problems. The redevelopment of abandoned industrial 
areas offers a key opportunity to address social and environmental 
issues as urban populations rise, and there is a greater need for 
sustainable development. Industrial areas are often left neglected 
and undeveloped, but they are now acknowledged as essential 
elements of the urban renewal process. This makes it an essential 
study area because it is consistent with worldwide attempts to 
include environmental sustainability in urban design. 

inclusivity, offering a chance to reestablish them as community 
centers. By developing spaces for social interaction, culture, and 
recreation, urban redevelopment initiatives that convert former 
industrial districts into mixed-use developments boost local 
economies and strengthen social bonds.  

development plan that seeks to investigate how adaptive reuse of 
former industrial areas can support urban regeneration, increase 
community engagement, and enhance residents well—being while 

  

/CV

V
Adrese: 

-

tinadd00@gmail.com

-

/part B

-
pose
/part A

General data
Address: Wirral Waters, Birkenhead, United Kingdom
Function: Mixed use residential area
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16  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

licejs. 

European Bauhaus (NEB), 2023, Venice, Italy.

child psychiatry in Latvia and deal with the increasing number 
of patients. The rising need for child psychiatry services in 
Latvia, including both outpatient consultations and inpatient 
accommodations is the main problem of the research, as well as 
the long waiting times that patients are faced with in order to have 

Juglas street 20 would nearly double the services of child and 
adolescent psychiatry services at Children’s Clinical University 
Hospital and provide a contemporary healthcare environment for 
the young patients.
The concept of the project is a contemporary mental health clinic 
for children and adolescents that would incorporate multisensory 
elements, such as, light, colours, textures, smells, vestibular 
elements and biophilic design to aid the recovery processes. A 

with gardens that provide daylight and biophilic design to the 
common areas of the clinic. It is a place where visitors and 
patients can spend their time and relax, making the new unit move 
away from the notion of hospitals being an unwelcoming, clinical 
environment.

V

-

-

leticija.dedela@gmail.com

/part B

/part A

General data

Function: Child and adolescent mental health centre
Plot area: 3,75 ha
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17  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

study for its potential to exemplify broader strategy in sustainable 
rehabilitation of neglected buildings. 
The formal task was to open a makerspace in Riga as publicly 
accessible workshop spaces - facilites for wood, steel and form, 

within culturally and socially valuable urban context, presents 
an opportunity to create a center for creativity, education, and 
innovation.
The approach builds upon the notion of maintainance and upkeep 

The design focuses on creating a public space for cross-
disciplinary collaboration, community engagement and cultural 
production. Open layout connecting historic and the new is created 
to adapt to evolving programmatic needs. In addition the building 
will host spaces for lectures, public workshops and residencies. 
The rehabilitation, that will include low-impact interventions to the 
existing building and an additional volume necessary to support 
conditions for the wood and steel workshops are designed 
to be developed in phases as scalable strategy in adressing 
complexities of repurposing derelict buildings. 

/CV

V
Adrese: 

2

emilija.kiselova@outlook.com

/part B

-

/part A

General data

Function: Makerspace
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Dzirnavu 18, Private 
property; C

Pils 21, State property; B Zirgu 4, Private property; B
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18  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering in Architecture 
/ 

2023 - 2024 SIA 
2023-2024 SIA 

The aim of the bachelor’s thesis is to collect and analyse data 
on nuclear energy as a green energy source and its integration 
into the urban environment. The main aim of this project is 
to provide a theoretical and practical basis for the design 
of a nuclear energy research centre that addresses public 
perception, promotes educational outreach, and integrates 
successfully into the urban fabric of Wirral Waters, Liverpool. 
 

source of energy to reduce CO2 emissions in comparison to other 
energy sources and that it can be depended upon for a reliable energy 
supply. Historical incidents have prompted concerns regarding the 
safety of nuclear energy. However, modern technology has enhanced 
safety and adaptability. The architectural design of urban nuclear 
energy facilities, which incorporates transparency and engagement, 
has the potential to alter public perception and enhance acceptability.

V
Adrese: East Street, Wallasey, The United Kingdom

2

m2

m2

/part B

/part A

General data
Address: East Street, Wallasey, The United Kingdom
Function: Nuclear power research centre
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19  Education  /  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

and Technologies, Faculty of engineering, Master of Engineering 

 Proposing an inclusive university in Vadodara is a 
visionary idea that has the potential to transform the educational 
landscape of the region. An inclusive university can bring a cultural 
hub in Vadodara and make an impact in the local and national 
design ecosystem by focusing on accessibility, diversity, and 
equality with the design solutions, spaces, and services that can 
be used by varied people, including those with disabilities.
The main aim for university could focus on architectural design 
that caters to an increased awareness of accessibility needs, 
creating spaces that are sensitive to disabilities in a tangible and 
functional way.

 Proposing an inclusive university in Vadodara is a 
visionary idea that has the potential to transform the educational 
landscape of the region. An inclusive university can bring a cultural 
hub in Vadodara and make an impact in the local and national 
design ecosystem by focusing on accessibility, diversity, and 
equality with the design solutions, spaces, and services that can 
be used by varied people, including those with disabilities.
The main aim for university could focus on architectural design 
that caters to an increased awareness of accessibility needs, 
creating spaces that are sensitive to disabilities in a tangible and 
functional way.

V
Adrese: Sigulda, Latvija
Funkcija: 

55272 sqm

Jonas Buechel
Arpita Sarkar

-

-

-

/part B

-

/part A

General data
Address: Vadodara,Gujarat,India
Function: Inclusive Campus
Plot area: 55272 sqm
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 RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

The concept of place identity analyses the aspects that 

structures and their contextual, physical as well as cultural 
environments. Drawing insight from the concept of genius loci 
as well as critical regionalism and human-scale design, this 
thesis examines the necessity of the balance between man-built 
structures and nature as well as innovation and preservation.  As 

has become a critical challenge. The research addresses the 

distinctiveness, examining how public spaces can maintain their 
unique identity while meeting contemporary needs. The goal 
of this research is to develop a design proposal based on the 
principles of genius loci and critical regionalism addressing the 
importance of place identity and cultural and communal relevance. 
The design proposes solutions to Krustpils Islet that builds on its 

as well as visitors from neighbouring cities.

V
Adrese: 

Dr. Arch. Efe Duyan
Dr. Arch. Efe Duyan

rautinsm@gmail.com

Krustpils Open-air Stage
/part B

Krustpils Open-air Stage
/part A

General data

Function: Open-air Stage
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Together with Krustpils Culture Centre and Krustpils Pils, the Krustpils Islet 
forms a culturally significant area in Jēkabpils. The islet is distinctively 
isolated from the urban landscape and is naturally enclosed by a treeline 
along the islets perimeter.
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elevated paths
The pathways are divided into two levels 

creating new visual experience for inhabi-
tans. The tree-line path seamlesly transitions 

from urban to natural landscape while 
resembling a bridge mounted on tree trunks

green roof structure
Inspired by the Daugava rivebank land-

scape, the roofs rise to the tree-line path 
level enhancing spatial perception and cre-
ating a seamless visual connection between 

architectural forms and natural contours



vehicle access
in public events, access to vehicle 
transport is granted to people for 
setting up markets and exhibitions

pedestrian circulation
the pedestrian pathways are im-

proved by adding additional level 
- a promenade weaving along the 

treeline

elevated paths
activities are laid along the perimeter 
to respect the islets existing circular 

layout

Open-air Stage

Auditorium

Cafe

Public Restrooms

Market / Exhibition Space

Playground

Ice Skating Rink



21  RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

The bachelor’s thesis aims to explore the spatiality of the two-
kilometre-wide and over 350-kilometre-long area along Latvia’s 
eastern frontier, with the aim of understanding and bringing 
attention to the region’s architectural heritage, which has been 

border, and has become a blind spot in both Latvia’s territorial 
and architectural landscape. The problematic spatial situation of 
the eastern frontier has gained increasing relevance, particularly 
following the Latvian Cabinet of Ministers’ approval on March 
5, 2024, of a plan to militarily reinforce the eastern border and 
implement measures to hinder human mobility. This development 

in previously unseen living conditions. The ongoing border 
reinforcement is being carried out without taking into consideration 
the local communities and the spatial heritage that has endured 
for decades, containing the memories, culture, and traditions of 
its people. Therefore, the theoretical part of the study explores 

on the surrounding environment. The insights gained serve as a 
foundation for developing the architectural project for Part B of the 
thesis, focusing on the needs, interests, and well-being of the local 
population,special attention giving to the unique spatial qualities of 
this territory, providing an initial impulse for its rehabilitation.

V
Adrese: 

martaventere@gmail.com

/part B

/part A

General data
Address: Latvian Eastern Borderland, Latvia
Function: Cabin; Hybrid Space in the Borderland
Plot area: 2 km x 350 km
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Military isolation and neglect have 

into a peripheral territory, where 
its unique spatial qualities are 
slowly fading into oblivion. Once 
a space designed for people, as 
it was before Latvia’s occupation, 
it is now gradually expanding into 
a landscape of control and force, 
forming a desolate and oppressive 
no-man’s land.

01

Latvia’s eastern borderland is a 
two-kilometer-wide, guarded stretch 
of land, densely packed with military 
structures. This creates a unique 
in-between space, marked by 
watchtowers, border checkpoints, 
and other spatial elements designed 
for control and surveillance.

03

Yet, this is still a place people call 
home—a land where cultures, 
traditions, and faiths have long 
intertwined, shaping the fabric 

Amidst the abandoned buildings and 
military outposts, life quietly endures. 
Homes stand beside churches and 
farmsteads, while schools, village 
halls, and small shops continue to 
serve the people who refuse to let 
this place fade into obscurity. It is a 
landscape of resilience, where the 
human spirit persists despite the 
shadows of neglect.
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HIKING THE 

01 / Re-use
To bring new life to the borderland and 
reduce the number of abandoned houses, 

reusing materials. 
Old materials from abandoned buildings 
are carefully collected, repaired, and used 
again. These restored materials become 
the outer layer of the new structures, 
giving them a unique, authentic look while 
helping the environment by using fewer 
new resources. This process gives locals 
a chance to share skills, stories, and 
ideas, creating a space where different 
generations and professionals can learn 
from each other.

 02 / Re-build
 The core structure is simple and versatile, 
making it easy to assemble and adaptable 
to the unique needs of the local community 
or landscape. 
The construction draws inspiration from 
traditional Japanese joinery techniques, 
offering stability, genuine sustainability, 
and ease of assembly. These structures 
avoid the use of chemical adhesives and 
are designed to last longer than buildings 
constructed with metal fasteners.
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03 / Re-imagine

establishing meeting points or hiking 
cabins along the border of the borderland. 
They serve both travelers to explore the 
new borderland hiking trail and local 
residents, offering places to gather, rest, 
and connect. Therefore, helping to restore 
a sense of life and light.

02 / RE-BUILD01 / RE-USE
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 The cabin can range from one to 
three stories in height, allowing for diverse 

nature of the borderland. The cabin always 
offers a place to stay overnight, providing 
shelter for hikers and travelers.

to open on all possible sides, seamlessly 
dissolving the boundary between inside 
and outside. This transformation is made 
possible by a system of manually operated 
shutters, which can be effortlessly pulled 
upwards from within. 

Section 1-1
PLAN / SANCTUARY 
One-story cabin

SECTION / WATCHTOWER 
Multi-story cabin
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01  RISEBA University, Faculty 
of Architecture and Design, Professional Master’s degree in 

University,  Institute of Architecture and Design, Bachelor 

 
 

 
 

 
The project explores the impact of natural light on architecture, 

emotional well-being. Focusing on Latvia’s unique solar patterns, 
the research examines how natural light can be harnessed 
as a dynamic tool to enrich the user experience within a built 
environment. 
The architectural design project focuses on the complexity and 
subjectivity of light perception in architectural spaces. Various 
lighting techniques are employed within the space to create 
distinct atmospheres tailored to different user needs. The building 
seamlessly integrates active areas with relaxing spaces, where 
light becomes a transformative element in the perception of the 
environment.

daylight, with a sloped roof and skylights oriented southward to 
ensure balanced illumination throughout the year. The design aims 
to encourage users to explore changing lighting conditions and 
observe their evolution over the course of the day. Through this 
approach, the project elevates light from a mere functional element 
to a central force that shapes and enhances the user experience.

/CV

V
Sigulda, Latvija

Funkcija: 

PhD. Arch. Efe Duyan
PhD. Arch. Efe Duyan

-Wellness resort in Sigulda with natural light as a 

/part B

/part A

General data

Function: Wellness resort
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14
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WINTER SOLSTICE
sunrise 8:58
sunset 15:39

SUMMER SOLSTICE
sunrise 4:24
sunset 22:20
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 RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

Eidos is an architectural research project that explores the next 
evolution of computational design, integrating robotic fabrication, 

of parametricism, Eidos employs adaptive computational 
systems that respond dynamically to material constraints and 

(WAAM), the project investigates how non-uniform, self-supporting 

performance. Inspired by biological growth models and emergent 

fabrication constraints coalesce into an intelligent, performative 
system. This research repositions computational design not as 
an aesthetic tool but as an adaptive methodology for rethinking 
architecture in the age of robotic construction.

/CV

V
Adrese: Riga, Latvija
Funkcija: Robotikas HQ

 km2

Efe Duyan 

andrejs.kopils@gmail.com

 /part B

-

General data
Address: Riga, Latvia
Function: Robotic HQ 

2

EIDOS
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 RISEBA University, Faculty 
of Architecture and Design, Professional Master’s degree in 

 / Augstskola RISEBA, 

RISEBA University, Faculty of Architecture and Design, Bachelor 
of Engineering in Architecture

Riga School of Crafts (RMMT), Interior Design 

 / 

School of Arts and Humanities, Basic Education

 / 

This thesis research the sustainable transformation of 
decommissioned nuclear sites by integrating fusion power 
generation and high-tech data centers, focusing on the Ignalina 
Nuclear Power Plant (INPP) in Lithuania as a case study. It 
develops a comprehensive theoretical and applied framework for 
repurposing such sites into technologically advanced, energy-

Part A of the research establishes a systematic approach to 
adaptive reuse, evaluating technical feasibility, economic viability, 
urban planning implications, and environmental considerations. It 
examines international case studies to identify best practices and 
strategic models for site redevelopment.

redevelopment strategy that leverages existing infrastructure 
for a fusion-powered energy system, high-density data center 

broader socioeconomic regeneration.
By positioning INPP as a prototype for next-generation industrial 
transformation, this thesis provides a replicable and scalable 
model for repurposing nuclear sites globally, offering valuable 
insights for policymakers, urban planners, energy sector 
stakeholders, and digital infrastructure developers.

V
Adrese: Ignalinas atomelektrostacija (INPP), Visagina, Lietuva

-

kristapaulalepere@gmail.com

/part B

/part A

General data
Address: Ignalina Nuclear Power Plant (INPP), Visaginas, Lithuania
Function: Fusion-powered, data-driven, and research-oriented en-
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Program:

parks, and ecological buffers, ensuring 
environmental sustainability and biodiversity 
preservation.

Research and Fusion Facilities

Description: Dedicated areas for fusion 
research, high-tech facilities, and cooling 

advanced energy solutions.

Infrastructure (Electricity, Heat, Data)

Description: Space for high-tech cables, 
electricity distribution lines, heat conduits, 
and related operational infrastructure.

Industrial and Waste Management Facilities

Description: Areas for spent fuel storage, 
nuclear waste management (e.g., bitume-

-
tories), and operational waste facilities.

-
commodations)

Description: Mixed-use developments (e.g., 

accommodations for staff and visitors.

Public Spaces 
(Museum, Recreational Areas)

Description: Includes a museum for histori-
cal and cultural preservation, visitor centers, 
and light recreational areas.

Rail and Transportation Infrastructure

Description: Restricted rail maintenance 

support logistics and mobility.

-
ministrative and operational staff, supporting 
research and development activities.

Vision for the INPP Territory

The vision for the Ignalina Nuclear Power Plant site is to transform it into a globally 

development in 20+ year time. By repurposing existing infrastructure, the site will 
integrate fusion power as a pioneering energy solution, alongside high-tech data 
centers that support global digital infrastructure and drive technological progress. 

This transformation aims to foster long-term economic growth, generate new em-
ployment opportunities, and contribute to environmental sustainability while address-

housing, vibrant public spaces, and cutting-edge educational and research facilities, 
setting a benchmark for the redevelopment of post-industrial sites worldwide.
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onalVersion onalVersion

Phase 1-2: Site Analysis and Contextual Framework

Conduct an in-depth analysis of the Ignalina Nuclear Power Plant (INPP) site, 
focusing on its spatial, environmental, and infrastructural characteristics. De-
velop a contextual framework by assessing the surrounding urban and regional 
dynamics, including Visaginas and the existing district heating network. Identify 
site challenges, opportunities, and alignment with sustainability goals.

Phase 3-4: Design Development and Functional Integration

Translate insights from Phase 1-2 into a conceptual masterplan, detailing the integration 
of fusion power and a high-tech data center. Focus on synergies between energy pro-
duction and urban development, emphasizing the use of waste heat for district heating 
in Visaginas. Incorporate technical, environmental, and architectural considerations to 
ensure a harmonious balance between energy infrastructure and urban spaces.

Phase 5-6: Economic Analysis, Implementation Strategy, and Monitoring

Finalize the design by conducting an economic analysis of the proposed sys-

implementation plan, including timelines, regulatory approvals, and stakehold-
er engagement strategies. Establish monitoring frameworks to evaluate perfor-
mance, ensure compliance, and adapt to emerging challenges over time.
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-
work

Conduct an in-depth analysis of the Ignalina Nucle-
ar Power Plant (INPP) site, focusing on its spatial, 
environmental, and infrastructural characteristics. 
Develop a contextual framework by assessing the 
surrounding urban and regional dynamics, includ-
ing Visaginas and the existing district heating net-
work. Identify site challenges, opportunities, and 
alignment with sustainability goals.

Phase 3-4: Design Development and Functional 
Integration

-
tual masterplan, detailing the integration of fusion 
power and a high-tech data center. Focus on syn-
ergies between energy production and urban de-

district heating in Visaginas. Incorporate technical, 
environmental, and architectural considerations to 
ensure a harmonious balance between energy in-
frastructure and urban spaces.

Strategy, and Monitoring

-
nancing options and investment strategies. De-
velop a phased implementation plan, including 
timelines, regulatory approvals, and stakeholder 
engagement strategies. Establish monitoring 
frameworks to evaluate performance, ensure 
compliance, and adapt to emerging challenges 
over time.

Fusion power plant integration in existing 
decomissioned structure or INPP facility, reac-

Existing Ignalina Nuclear Power plant de-
comissioned facility of reactor A2
section of plant A2-A2
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First-ever nuclear
reactor, Chicago Pile-1, is
created under the
Manhattan Project.

Obninsk Nuclear Power
Plant in Russia becomes the
first nuclear power plant to

generate electricity for a
power grid.

Construction
of the
Ignalina
Nuclear
Power Plant
begins.

Three Mile Island nuclear
accident occurs in
Pennsylvania, USA, sparking
global safety concerns.

INPP's first reactor is
commissioned; it
becomes one of the
most powerful
nuclear power plants
of its time.

Chernobyl disaster in
Ukraine, USSR, becomes the
worst nuclear accident in
history, leading to widespread
opposition to nuclear energy.

Anti-nuclear movements in Europe
gain momentum, pushing for
renewable energy transitions and
the decommissioning of aging
plants.

Lithuania gains independence
from the Soviet Union;
European Union negotiations
on INPP’s closure begin.

Preparations for
decommissioning the
INPP are initiated as
part of Lithuania's EU
accession agreement.

Last reactor at INPP is
shut down, marking the
end of its operation.

Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
disaster in Japan occurs following
a massive earthquake and tsunami,
reigniting global debates on
nuclear safety.

Proposed redevelopment plan
for INPP is initiated, focusing
on sustainable reuse of the site.

Integration of combined
functions Fusion Power and
high-tech data center at
Ignalina.

GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion
GSEducationalVersion

The division of the INPP site is organized 
into distinct zones based on accessibility 
and safety requirements: public access areas, 
private access or secure zones, and restricted 
dangerous zones. This separation ensures con-
trolled movement and the operational needs of 

across the site.

�e division of the INPP site is structured to balance 
historical preservation with the demands of future devel-
opment, creating distinct zones for public access, secure 
operations, and restricted areas. �is approach ensures 
the protection of heritage structures while accommo-
dating modern infrastructure and innovative uses.

�e site is divided into four zones, re�ecting security 
levels and public accessibility: 
1. highly restricted future zone
2. highly restricted historical zone
3. medium security semi-public/private zone
4. public, light security zone. 

�ese zones are further subdivided into functional 
areas, balancing operational needs, safety, and public 
engagement.

SEMI 

NEW
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AUTHOR student
SUPERVISOR

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR
MATS BArch

SUPERVISOR

 RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

This master’s thesis investigates the integration of data-driven 

intelligence (AI), computational tools, and predictive analytics 

environmental sustainability. 

/CV

V
Adrese: 
Funkcija: Datu Centrs

2

-

KOPILS

sergejs.kopils@gmail.com

/part B

-
sign
/part A

General data
Address: Riga, Latvia
Function: Data Center

2
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Radar Chart for Agenskalns Radar Chart for Mezapark

Radar Chart for Central Distric Radar Chart for Kipsala

Zinātniskais vadītājs /A: D. Arch. Efe Duyan
Zinātniskais vadītājs /B: Mg. �eol. BArch. Dainis Rudolfs Šmits
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MATS BArch
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Latitude: 
56.963251717598425

Longitude
24.081620697432978

Country
City
Region

-
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University, Faculty of Architecture and Design (BArch), Latvijas 

bureau Sintija Vaivade_Arhitekte Ltd, Alberta Projekts Ltd, Interior & 
fashion designer Baiba Ripa

 

 Palliative care, including hospice care, is essential for 
relieving symptoms, pain, and emotional distress in life-limiting 
illnesses, improving the quality of life for patients and their families. 
With aging populations and rising disease prevalence, the demand 
for palliative care is growing. However, access remains limited—

 The need for palliative care infrastructure in Latvia is 

to more advanced frameworks in other countries. The Latvian State 

points to gaps in healthcare provision and underscores the urgent 
need for Latvia to establish more comprehensive palliative and 
hospice care facilities, including a facility that is specially dedicated 
to serving patients who are facing the end of their lives.

meet the immediate needs of patients, families, and caregivers 
while serving as a prototype for future hospice facilities in Latvia. 

sustainability, and sensitivity to the cultural and urban context. 
Additionally,  this project positions the hospice as a vital community 
hub, fostering meaningful interactions between patients and their 
surroundings while challenging societal stigmas associated with 
end-of-life care.

V

2

2

2

baiba@aesthete.lv

/part B

/part A

General data

Function: Urban Hospice
2

2

2
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underground parking

Existing surrounding buildings
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Existing surrounding pedestrian pathways

Existing surrounding roads

SAULES ALLE
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INDICATOR NAME INDICATOR NOTES

 Area of the land plot
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 Total building footprint area 1727,80m²

 Footprint area of the existing Youth Crisis Center
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Design Concept Formation Diagrams

Urban Meets Natural Landscape
The scheme illustrates the intersection between the urban environment and 

the natural landscape, highlighting their coexistence.

Edge Condition as an Opportunity 
The “edge condition” emerges, offering a unique opportunity to integrate 

qualities from both urban and rural contexts.

Dialogue with Context 
The inserted volume establishes a dialogue within the edge condition, seam-

lessly connecting with both nature and the surrounding built environment.

Compact Volume Placement 
The design proposes a compact building volume on the site, ensuring 
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3
Vertical cladding of wooden boards 
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facade and under the canopies. 

6
Railing - tempered glass
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 RISEBA University, Faculty of 
Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

and Technologies, Faculty of engineering, Master of Engineering 

This thesis investigates a novel housing typology—the Urban 
Villa—as a strategic response to Riga’s declining population and 
the challenges of suburban sprawl. It argues that by integrating 
suburban qualities, such as privacy and accessible green 
spaces, with the density and connectivity of urban living, a new 
medium-density development model can better serve the cultural 
and practical needs of Latvian residents. Drawing on historical 
precedents, contemporary case studies, and established urban 
design theories, the research develops a framework that is 
sensitive to Latvian traditions and environmental imperatives, 
offering a pathway toward sustainable, resilient, and human-scaled 
urban regeneration 

/CV

V
Adrese: 

of Cambridge /A
Prof. Ute Schneider, Vienna University of Technology /B

salinsreinis@gmail.com

of Cambridge /A
Prof. Ute Schneider, Vienna University of Technology /B

/part B

-

/ part A

General data
Address: Riga, Latvia
Function: Urban Villa
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List of Urban Villa Principles: 
array of principles emerged from the examination of Latvian cultural 
preferences, the Lausanne case study, Oswald Mathias Ungers’ Urban 
Villa concepts, Pier Vittorio Aureli’s communal frameworks, intermediate-

sytheses of all these insights into a cohesive set of guidelines for shaping 
Urban Villa typologies that respond to Latvian culture.
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The Meta Library is a visionary project that reimagines the library 
as a dynamic social and educational hub, responding to the rapid 
technological advancements that have transformed contemporary 
life and architectural paradigms. Situated in Birkenhead, UK, 
the project addresses the obsolescence of traditional library 
typologies, focusing on evolving reading patterns and the 
enrichment of sensory experiences. The library integrates spaces 
that cater to varying levels of privacy and interaction, fostering 
memory, imagination, and positive emotions. By employing an 
advanced technologies, the library shifts its role from a repository 
of books to a multifunctional social platform. Visitors can choose 

like settings enhanced with olfactory elements, or advanced 
technological spaces for immersive learning and creative 
exploration.  
 
The Meta Library serves as a symbolic epicenter of enlightenment, 
promoting intelligence, education, and connectivity. Its integration 
into the waterfront area of Birkenhead aligns with the municipality’s 
regeneration goals, bridging the gap between current residents 
and future socioeconomic prospects. By acting as a communal 
space for interaction, motivation, and development, the Meta 
Library not only fosters a shared reading experience but also 
serves as a catalyst for integration, creating a thriving, inclusive 
community.

/CV

V
Adrese: 

2

2

 

Mg.Arch. Dirk Jan Postel

-

KSENIA SAPEGA

sapega.ksenia@com

/part B

-
-

 /part A

General data
Address: Birkenhead, United Kingdom  
Function: Public Library

2

2

delete this and add 
your photo here
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SKY CITY

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

VITTORIA STUDIOS

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

MARINA VIEW

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

MET COLLEGE

MARITIME 
KNOWLEDGE 

HUB

TOWN 
CENTER

P

Initial situation before Wirral Waters development 

Landscape variation and accessibility enhancement with partly
underground parking 

Pedestrian paths leading to visit Meta Library Multiple open public spaces created with view on the park, water and pier 

Partly realised projects and assumed result Wirral Waters development Meta Library site potential within the space planned for development 
after 2035
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LIBRARY FUNCTIONS

30,8%

LIBRARY

Automated Storage 255,4
m2

Parcel machines 229,6
Public reading 769,6
Public book sharing 843,6
Public book sharing  705,8
Common reading 564
Common reading 617,1
Open shelves 150,6
Open shelves 240,3
Open reading 280
Open reading 280
Reading room 677,2
Sound reading room 417,1
Digital interactive area 432,1
Olfactory room 378,7
Reading green space 829,1

7670,2 m2

CIRCULATION 4207,1 m2

OUTDOOR 5189,9 m2

PARKING 9380,2 m2

LIBRARY TOTAL 24894,05 m2

EXTRA FUNCTIONS

Bookshop 594,6
Auditorium 579,8
Auditorium gallery 77,4
Kitchen 76,1
Cafeteria 227,8
Exhibition 540,3
Kids play space 985,8
Open exhibition 178,5
Open exhibition 152,8
Open exhibition 56,2
Open exhibition 98,3
Open exhibition 120,1
Open exhibition 93,6
Event space 675,5

4456,8 m2

m2

COLLABORATION 

Working stations 250,6
Makerspace 449,4
Work space 220,2
Computer room 124,1
Sound studio 124,1
Sound studio 58,7
Audiovisual studio 17,4
Audiovisual studio 17,4
Co-working 218,15
Co-working 262,3
Open working 136,8

1879,15 m2

m2

ADMINISTRATION

Reception 235,1
Automated waredrobe 72,4
Storage 56,9
Office 96,9
Server room 37,8
Office 127,7
Meeting 161,8
Meeting 132,3

920,9 m2

m2

TECHNICAL 

WC block * 12 452,4
Technical * 2 19,6
Care room * 10 98

570 m2

m2

EXTRA  FUNCTIONS

17,9 %

OUTDOOR SPACE 
RAMPS

20,8%

COLLABORATION

7,5 %

CIRCULATION

16,9%

ADMIN
3,7 %

TECH
2,3%

CALM

FOCUSEXITED

Round building geometry with atrium activates maximum solar 

main facade for multiple entrances 

Open outer terraces  and  partly closed inner terraces pro-
vide intermediate spaces, where visitors can enjoy outside 

Spiral ramps along the building facade provide entrances to 

values during the journey 

properties protects from overheat southern areas and 

System of circular escalators continue journey inside, allow visi-
tors explore the library  without physical effort

Spiral ramps as well as inner spaces enhanced with vegetation for 
well-being of the visitors and visual link between the Meta Library 
and Sky City park 
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Active common reading  area Interactive multimedia spotsPublic book sharing area and reading 

Flexible auditorium with smart glass and 
curtains

Reading area with sound effects Reading area with olfactory experience 

EXITEDFOCUS CALM

V
IS

U
A

L
SO

U
N

D
TO

U
C

H
SM

EL
L

T
E

C
H

view - waterfront
colour -warm neutral 
elements  - comforting 

view - college
colour - cool neutral 
elements  - organizing 

view - Sky City park
colour - vivid accents
elements - interactive 

nature sounds
personal music

music studio 
headphones 

sound absorption
soft division surfaces  

lavander 
pine
smell samples

sound-shower
projection
electronic books

computers
music equipment
tech lab

AR/VR
AI  chat stations 
immersive games 

spider plant
peace lily
teakwood

lemon 
peppermint
cedarwood

cosy fluid  furniture 
natural materials 
stone, timber, cotton

strict furniture 
textured surfaces

contrast textures 
movable furniture  

Visitors can tailor their reading experience—choosing to read in a lively public space for group discussions, enjoy private reading in a 

active engagement.
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Architecture and Design, Bachelor of Engineering / Augstskola 

 

 

 

 This thesis explores urban isolation among youth aged 

spaces, and disengagement from conventional public areas as 

and grassroots initiatives that thrive in free, unoccupied spaces. 

between identities, subcultures, and physical thresholds. Gas 

informal yet vital hubs of subcultural expression and social 
interaction. By balancing freedom of self-expression with safety 
and control, the study positions gas stations as latent nodes of 
youth identity and collective engagement. 
 Through interviews, surveys, and analysis, the 
thesis challenges architects and urbanists to recode mundane 
infrastructures into platforms for subcultural identity, connection, 
and shared stories, reimagining gas stations as vibrant crossroads 
of culture and community.
 Key words:  isolation, urban isolation, youth, provincial 
towns, public spaces, grassroots initiatives, subcultures, identity, 

public spaces

/CV

V
Adrese: Ogre, Latvija

2

-
town
/part B

/part A

General data
Address: Ogre, Latvia
Function: Community centre

2
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Lorem ipsumMULTIFUNCTIONAL
MOTEL

BIKES& WORK

RESTAURANT

GAS STATION

SHOP

GSEducationalVersion

W
ALKABLE  OASIS

DRIVEABLE AREA

1. PARK & GO

2. WALK / SKATE THE LOOP

3. WALK  / SKATE DIRECTLY

STEP 1. ADD A STRAIGHT AXIS. 
CONTINUE A CURVY  LOOP.

STEP 3. MAKE A GRID.

STEP 2. MARK A 
STARTING POINT.

STEP 4. ADD CURVES.

Ogre’s centre

Daugavpils iela 76

35 min by feet / 

5 min by car

Zilie kalni

Route A6
Daugavpils iela 76
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 The concept design for Jomas Street envisions 
a transformation of the existing pedestrian street into a 
multifunctional and vibrant central public space in Jurmala. The 
proposal focuses on expanding the street’s functionality while 

the street’s boundaries, the design creates additional space 
for pedestrian movement, urban greenery, and diverse public 
activities, enhancing accessibility and engagement. The design 

areas, public terraces for events, outdoor art pavilions, and 
children’s play areas, ensuring that Jomas Street caters to various 
user needs throughout the year. 

dunes, and proximity to the sea—the redesign incorporates 
sustainable landscaping solutions such as increased greenery, 
rainwater management systems, and high-quality, durable 
materials. The addition of urban art elements and interactive 
spaces aims to strengthen Jomas Street’s identity as a cultural 
and social hub. 

as a dynamic and inclusive urban space that balances historical 
character with contemporary urban needs, reinforcing its role as a 
key destination in Jurmala.

/CV

V
Adrese: 

/part B

DESIGN
/part A

General data
Address: Jomas street, Jurmala, Latvia
Function: Urban design, transformation of pedestrian street
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EXISTING STREET BORDER

EXPANDED STREET BORDER

INCREASED SPACE FOR GREENERY AND FUNCTIONS

ADDITIONAL SPACE CREATION

SPACE FOR GREENERY AND 
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

MULTIFUNCTIONAL PUBLIC SPACE
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- JURAS STREET

- ACCESS TO BEACH

- JURAS STREET

- ACCESS TO BEACH

- JURAS STREET

- ACCESS TO BEACH

- LIENES STREET

- RIVER LIELUPE

- LIENES STREET

- RIVER LIELUPE

- LIENES STREET

- RIVER LIELUPE

PARKING

PARKING
PARKING

PARKING

PARKING

- DZINTARI MEZAPARK

- TURAIDAS STREET

- JOMAS STREET

- TRAIN STATION

MOBILITY PLAN
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The Idea and Theme
Architecture shapes societal values and ethical discussions. This 
research explores how dedicated euthanasia clinics—despite 
being illegal in Latvia—can provide dignity, emotional well-being, 
and autonomy in end-of-life care. More than a functional space, the 
proposed design serves as a conceptual framework for broader 

 
 

As euthanasia debates grow worldwide, the absence of well-
designed spaces for end-of-life care is evident. Though illegal in 
Latvia, architecture can serve as a catalyst for public discourse, 

centered environments. By addressing autonomy, dignity, and 
compassion, the design highlights gaps in the current palliative 
care system and fosters dialogue on alternative options. 
 

Beyond function, architecture can drive social transformation. A 
euthanasia clinic must balance medical, ethical, and emotional 
needs, ensuring privacy, comfort, and nature integration. Case 

design fosters dignity in end-of-life care. This project demonstrates 
how architecture can not only support individuals facing terminal 
illness but also inspire discussions on legal and ethical frameworks. 
 

The design concept includes private patient rooms, family spaces, 
nature-integrated environments, and consultation areas. More 
than a physical structure, it is an invitation to engage in meaningful 
discussions about the future of end-of-life care in Latvia. This 
architectural vision encourages ethical debate and highlights the 
need for improved, holistic palliative care solutions.

V
Adrese: 

/part B

/part A

General data

Function: Euthanasia clinic



137

SYMBOLISM IN THE ARCHITECTURE DESIGN

peace, and individuality:
BOTANICAL GARDEN: A metaphor for personal growth and self-awareness, 
nurturing the inner self, much like plants need care to thrive.

and the journey beyond life, offering calm and clarity.
SUNSET: West-facing rooms frame the sunset, representing the beauty and 

environment.
The design thoughtfully balances these symbolic elements 

While symbolism is deeply integrated into the design, FUNCTIONALITY STILL 
REMAINS AS A PRIORITY.

SEPARATING EUTHANASIA PROCEDURE
Separating euthanasia procedures from ordinary hospitals provides a peaceful, non-
clinical environment tailored to the emotional and spiritual needs of patients and 
their families. Hospitals often impose restrictions on loved ones’ presence, leaving 
patients feeling isolated. A dedicated clinic allows for greater privacy, personal 
connection, and a tranquil setting, free from the clinical distractions and urgency 
of general medical care. This separation ensures the space is fully focused on 
supporting patients and their families.

MEDICAL AND STAFF ZONE

BASEMENT

1st FLOOR

2nd FLOOR
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on Dutch euthanasia statistics, adjusted for Latvia’s population. 
This ensures the facility meets demand without overextending re-
sources. In this case the calculation shows that the clinic will host 4 
new patients a day and taking into consideration that each of them 

THE PATIENT’S PRIVATE ROOM

emotional well-being. Rooms are oriented toward the sunset, offer-

natural light. Each room includes a private terrace, allowing patients 
access to fresh air and moments of solitude, enhancing their ther-
apeutic experience. Bathrooms are fully accessible for individuals 
with disabilities, ensuring ease of use for all patients.
Every room is equipped with thoughtful amenities. 
Hidden Staff Access: For every two patient rooms, there is one hid-
den room that includes a discreet access point for staff. This en-
sures that deceased patients can be removed respectfully and dis-

a lift system that discreetly transfers the deceased to the basement 
morgue, where further processes are handled.

THE PROGRAM
The program is thoughtfully developed to meet the diverse needs of all 
individuals involved, ensuring dignity, privacy, and emotional support while 

MEETING SPACES
Designed for families, friends, and healthcare providers to gather in comfort 
and privacy:

room for family discussions, a professional setting for conversations with legal 
advisors or business partners, and smaller rooms for individuals or small 
groups. 

PATIENT’S PRIVATE ROOM

to create a warm, inviting atmosphere; private terrace for fresh air and moments 
of solitude, enhancing the therapeutic environment.

PRAYER ROOM
The prayer room caters to diverse spiritual and cultural needs - a quiet, sacred 

POSITIVE DISTRACTIONS
Positive distractions are integrated throughout the facility to reduce anxiety and 
foster emotional well-being:
Botanical garden: A lush, enclosed space with calming plants like lavender (for 

skies, to promote mental clarity.

engagement.

tranquility and awe.

MEDICAL AND FUNCTIONAL SPACES

and staff:
Procedure rooms: Equipped with advanced medical technology while 
maintaining a serene and non-clinical aesthetic.

Morgue: Located discreetly, ensuring it is out of sight for clients and families.

CIRCULATION AND ACCESS

Separate entrances: Clients and their families use one entrance, while staff and 
operational services access the building through another.
Soundproof hallways: Designed to eliminate noise and ensure peaceful 
movement.
Barrier-free design: Fully accessible for individuals with mobility challenges.

SUPPORTIVE FACILITIES
Additional facilities enhance the comfort and functionality of the clinic:
Library: A quiet space with literature on mindfulness, nature, and philosophy.

Staff lounge: A dedicated area for healthcare professionals to recharge and 
decompress.

This comprehensive program ensures the facility is not only functional but also 
deeply humane, fostering a supportive environment for patients, families, and 
staff.

A lift system that discreetly transfers 
the deceased to the basement morgue
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For already 30 years RISEBA University in Riga (LV) offers its students contemporary and high quality 

RISEBA. University is an inter-disciplinary and multicultural private higher educational institution fully 
accredited by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia. RISEBA has received the 
CEEMAN International Quality Accreditation. University facilitates the development of creative person-
alities preparing students and graduates for entrepreneurial careers at the international level, offering 
a wide range of undergraduate, postgraduate business and creative study programmes, as well as 
Doctoral studies. The programmes are taught in Latvian and English languages, both full and part time. 
In the last decade, RISEBA has opened the studies in communication, audiovisual media arts and archi-

can participate in the study exchange and practice mobility abroad.

Academic Bachelor’s Study programme Architecture
-

tional and competitive architecture study programme in Latvia. Since its foundation programme has 
combined the best architecture education standards and teaching experiences within Europe becoming 

practicing architects and designers have joined the faculty.

and design, with the business skills and social sciences. The study programme provides students with 
the ability of analytical thinking and problem solving, granting the knowledge, intellectual capacity and 

-
tice. The successive years of the programme curriculum are built up around the Architectural Design 
studio valuing creative process in the workshop, the students’ desire to experiment, argumented con-
cept and ability to solve different challenges.
Degree awarded: Bachelor of Engineering Sciences in Architecture. Language of instruction: English. 

Professional Master’s Study programme Architecture
-

TECTURE as a follow-up to the existing 7 semesters long bachelor’s study programme in Architecture, 
thus graduates of the professional postgraduate programme ARCHITECTURE will be eligible to obtain 

The programme is designed to provide students with the professional experience as well as deep the-
oretical knowledge of a high quality architecture and urban planning. The main study cores of the mas-
ter’s study programme are architecture and urban planning, entrepreneurship, management and law 

and urbanism.
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